
United States Rvtent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMENCE 
United Stute^ Pattt^nt and Trtutemurk OIXti.-« 
Aildi'«u!*: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

WashinRton, D.C. 20231 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/014,787 



12/14/2001 



Yuichi Hosoi 



Q67734 



1628 



7590 



04/24/2003 



SUGHRUE MOIN, PLLC 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-3213 



EXAMINER 



FULTON, CHRISTOPHER W 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2859 

DATE MAILED: 04/24/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



V 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/014,787 



Examin r 

Christopher W. Fulton 



Applicant(8) 

HOSOl, YUlCHI 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover she t with th correspondenc address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
alter SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disp sition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-6 and 8-11 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 7 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 14 December 2001 is/are: a)M accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b){3 disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)SAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Otlier 
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Art Unit: 2859 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is otjected to tecaiise of tke following informalities: Tke specification is 
replete witk grammatical error and skould te reviewed carefully. In addition, tke reference to 
claim nimikers in tke specification is improper since tke sukstance and/or nimiker of tke claims 
can ckange during prosecution of tke application. Tkerefore, tke intended meaning 
referenced claim nimakers in tke specification skould ke inserted in tke specification to replace tke 
reference to tke claim ntmikers. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

claim Rejeciions - 35 use §103 

2. Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke kasis for all 

okviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be oktaineJ tkougli tke invention is not identically disclosed or described as set fortk in 
section 102 of tkis title, if tke differences between tke subject matter sougkt to be patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke subject matter as a wkole would kave been obvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skill in tke art to wkick said sukject matter pertains. Patentalnkty skaU not ke negatived by tke 
manner in wkick tke invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 8 and 10 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing impatentakle over 
appkcants admitted prior art in view of Hell et al. 

Tke device and metkod as claimed is sukstantially disclosed ky appkcants admitted prior 
art, kut lack tke end of tke crystals keing convex to Letter focus tke ligkt. Hell et al teackes using 
convex skapes to focus tke ligkt to a pkospkor panel. Tkerefore, it would kave keen okvious to 
one of ordinary ski 11 in tke art at tke time tke invention was made to make tke ends of tke 
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crystals o{ applicants admitted prior art convex as taugKt ty Hell et al to Letter focus tke ligkt in 
an image detection system. 

4. Claims 6, 9/ and 11 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentatle over 
applicants admitted prior art in view of Hell et al as applied to claims 1-5, 8, and 10 atove, and 
further in view of Bourdinaud et al. 

The device and method claimed is disclosed hy the combination of applicants admitted 
prior art and Hell et al, hut lacks a specific reference to the crystals being perpendicular to the 
support surface. Bourdinaud et al teach in figure 5 aligning columns of receptors perpendicvJar 
to the substrate to receive the light. Therefore, it wovJd have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the crystals of the combination of 
applicants admitted prior art and Hell et al perpendicular to the substrate as taught by 
Bourdinaud et al to ahgn the receptors to the light. 

Allowahle Suhject Matter 

5. claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but wovJd be 
allowable if rexmtten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher W. Fxilton whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3389. The examiner can normally be reached on M,T,Th,F 6:00-4:30. 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s 
supervisor, Diego F.F, Gutierrez can be reached on (703)308^875. TKefax phone nvmibers 
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for tke organization where tkis application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9318 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to tke status of tkis application or proceeding 
should he directed to the receptionist whose telephone numter is (703) 308-0956. 

Cliristopher W, Fulton 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2859 

CWF 

April 21, 2003 



